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Religion and environment are two areas that are often viewed as being at odds with
each other. For instance, religious individuals have made claims that environmentalism
is secular, leftist, and pagan. Secular environmentalists have pointed to religion as
100% DNNNN ORPIINN NN beir?g anthropocentri.c, patriarchal, hierarchical, and an impediment to pro- . MY ON n Ry —— x 2P BN AT 1220 N7 195.1200
L0VNDN NI SN |environmental behavior. Yet, over the past decades we have witnessed the rise of the  |16: 30 P¥0N INND NOVA 115

religious environmental movement. Proponents of this movement have stressed the
integral engagement of religion with the natural world and the moral imperative to
protect the environment that is motivated by a deep sense of responsibility.
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Climate change is the largest environmental threat facing humans and other species
that inhabit planet Earth. We are increasingly aware of the causes, impacts, and
likelihood of climate change. Yet, recent international meetings on climate change
suggest that the nations, and people, of the world are unwilling to take actions on the
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0'7'n 1,200]evidence has not yet been matched by the supply of action from political leaders,
policy-makers, and the public. This course will help you understand the climate science,
factors that influence progress on this global crisis, and international, national, and
local policies that are helping address it.
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The 2030 Agenda, of which the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) form the core, is
a global policy framework that aims at reducing poverty and inequality as well as
strengthening sustainable economic and social development by means of establishing a
collaborative partnership between state and non-state actors in the global South and
North. Based on the principle of universalism, all UN member states committed
themselves to implementing the 2030 Agenda. Another outstanding feature of the
SDGs is that they are integrated and indivisible. This online course to be taught in
English language seeks to attain three specific goals. First, the students will learn how
the SDGs came about and how they relate to previous international attempts to attain
sustainable development. This discussion will predominantly concentrate on the period
subsequent to the publication of the Brundtland Report in 1987 and its definition of
sustainable development as the economic, ecological and social development. The
second goal is to familiarize students with the concept of cross-sectoral policy
integration and policy coherence since Target 17.14 of the SDGs seeks to enhance
policy coherence for sustainable development. While policy integration and policy
coherence appear reasonable strategies, in reality, it is difficult to pursue integrative or
coherent policies. We will review the corresponding literature and identify the
opportunities for policy integration as well as the impediments to realizing this
approach. Third, the students will prepare case studies on how individual countries
seek to put the SDGs into practice by taking into consideration concepts and theories
from Human Geography, Public Policy, International Relations, and Sociology.
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