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Regular attending, reading literary texts and research publications
and watching video recordings. Written assignments: Interim
assignment must be submitted January, 5 (15%) and a final essay
must be submitted in March 5 (85 % of the mark). Participation in
.discussions — bonus (up to 10%)

,This course will discuss Slavic (Russian, Ukrainian, Polish
,Serbian) mythological beings — demon, house spirit, rusalka
,mavka, vila etc. and their representation in folktales, in novels
-plays, operas and pictures. We will also address English
language fantasy in Slavic settings, which I call Alternative
Slavic Fantastika. The course will include an introduction to
,Folk Literature, differences between folktale and literary tale
between Science fiction (SF) and Fantasy, approaches to
.research, and specific case studies
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post-it boards), 10% Participation
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This course examines the shift in Area Studies research from a
focus on “civilizational

centres” of India and China to the peripheral borderlands of
Southeast Asia and the

Himalaya. This transition, which can be traced back to the rise
of a multipolar world

order following the fall of the Eastern Bloc, highlights the
consequences of political

change for the production of academic knowledge. The course
explores the intellectual

origins and development of this shift and its impact on the
conceptualization of

“stateless” societies in Asian borderlands, also known as
“Zomian” spaces. Through case

studies and key debates, students will gain a deep understanding
of Himalayan societies,

the politics of ethnic identities, and their reflections in historical
writing.
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