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The 2030 Agenda, of which the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) form the
core, is a global policy framework that aims at reducing poverty and inequality
as well as strengthening sustainable economic and social development by means
of establishing a collaborative partnership between state and non-state actors in
the global South and North. Based on the principle of universalism, all UN
member states committed themselves to implementing the 2030 Agenda. Another
outstanding feature of the SDGs is that they are integrated and indivisible. This
online course to be taught in English language seeks to attain three specific
goals. First, the students will learn how the SDGs came about and how they
relate to previous international attempts to attain sustainable development. This
discussion will predominantly concentrate on the period subsequent to the
publication of the Brundtland Report in 1987 and its definition of sustainable
development as the economic, ecological and social development. The second
goal is to familiarize students with the concept of cross-sectoral policy
integration and policy coherence since Target 17.14 of the SDGs seeks to
enhance policy coherence for sustainable development. While policy integration
and policy coherence appear reasonable strategies, in reality, it is difficult to
pursue integrative or coherent policies. We will review the corresponding
literature and identify the opportunities for policy integration as well as the
impediments to realizing this approach. Third, the students will prepare case
studies on how individual countries seek to put the SDGs into practice by taking
into consideration concepts and theories from Human Geography, Public Policy,
International Relations, and Sociology.
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